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October 22, 2018 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
My apologies that this Spotlight is coming out a day late (but hopefully 
not a dollar short!). As is true for all of you, I know, this is such a busy 
time of the semester, and I am behind in my work. I hope everyone has 






Mark Chinen participated as one of the panelists at the St. Thomas 
More Society inaugural event in conjunction with Red Mass, held on 
Saturday, Oct. 6. This event, an ethics CLE entitled “Beyond the RPCs: 
Ethical and Moral Decision-making in Challenging Times,” was 
organized by Fr. Topel, John McKay, and Colleen Kinerk. Patrick 
Brown, J.D., Ph.D., a former SU Law professor, led the CLE. 
 
On Oct 8, Indigenous Peoples Day, Brooke Pinkham presented at 
Vanderbilt Law School: “American Civil Rights in Native America.” 
She was invited by Professor Daniel Sharfstein who is teaching Federal 
Indian Law for the first time at Vanderbilt. He is also author of 
“Thunder in the Mountains,” a legal history of race in the United States 
with a focus on the lives of Chief Joseph and Oliver Otis Howard. 
 
On October 17, Brooke Pinkham spoke on a panel organized by SU’s 
Central American Initiative and Indigenous Peoples Institute entitled: 
“How Indigenous Women are Shaping Social Movements on Both 
Upcoming Events 
CLE: Persuasive Presentations 
Friday, October 26, 2018 
8:30am – 12:30pm 
Sullivan Hall Room 110 
 
35th Annual Seattle University Gala 
Saturday, October 27, 2018 
Reception at 6pm, Dinner and 
Program at 7pm 
Sheraton Seattle 
 
Women’s Law Caucus Judicial 
Reception 
Monday, October 29, 2018 
 
ADL Pacific Northwest Law 
Enforcement Training 
Friday, November 9, 2018 
8am – 3:30pm 
Sullivan Hall Room C5 
Visit the School of Law website for more 
upcoming events. 
 
Sides of the Border.” The panel of speakers included women from 
Chiapas, Mexico, and the discussion was centered around the powerful 
stories of indigenous woman on the forefront of social movements in 
Chiapas and the PNW. 
 
Other News 
Deborah Ahrens was a guest on the KOMO Politicast to talk about the 
Washington Supreme Court’s recent death penalty ruling and whether 
concerns about racial disparity would affect other criminal sentences. 
 
Bob Boruchowitz spoke with The Seattle Times about the death 
penalty ruling and whether the legislature will attempt to rewrite the 
law. He was also quoted in Crosscut about his own research on the 
death penalty. 
 
Bob Boruchowitz’s Defender Initiative has been awarded a $500,000 
grant from the U.S. Justice Department’s Bureau of Justice Assistance, 
supplementing an earlier $500,000 grant. The grant is intended to 
continue and expand the work of The Defender Initiative and its 
partner, The Sixth Amendment Center, in providing technical assistance 
to, and assessments of, public defender services. The two organizations 
will conduct assessments in two Texas counties and in the State of 
Illinois during the next two years. 
 
Annette Clark received the Betty Binns Fletcher Leadership & Justice 
Award from MAMA Seattle (Mother Attorneys Mentoring 
Association). She also accepted (on behalf of the law school) the 1st 
annual Founders Award from the Choose 180 organization.  
 
Dee Knapp is now co-chair of the Mediators Beyond Borders Int’l 
Working Group on United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG). 
 
Sara Rankin spoke with The Seattle Times about the county’s plan to 
open up part of the downtown Seattle jail as a homeless shelter, 
pointing out that permanent supportive housing is a greater need. 
 
Andrew Siegel and Charlotte Garden contributed to a piece on 
KUOW about what Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation means for 
future decisions at the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
Steve Tapia appeared on KIRO 7 to talk about a smartphone app that 
allows people to challenge parking tickets and other minor legal issues 
without the help of a lawyer. 
 
 
Please send items to be included in the next Dean's Spotlight to 
Laura Spoor in the Dean's Office. 
 
 
